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An Introduction to Prep at
St Mary MacKillop Primary Schoo




We welcome you 8t Mary MacKillop Primary School as we comm
thejourney nt o your c¢hi | dodaholitcentreda
learning environment.

&__,L_,__{ Primary School Birkdale

MISSION STATEMENT

Our Vision
Inspired by Saint Mary MacKillop, we strive for excellence in contemporary and
inclusive education where God is sacred in our daily lives.

Reach Out

We are a school that reaches out to create positive
partnerships with families, our parish and the wider
community. Our children are called to grow in faith as
people of justice and Christian charity.

Embrace

We are a school that embraces the dignity and unigue
qualities of each child. Our children are inspired to
develop their potential in a high quality and safe learning
environment. We nurture a deep respect for self

and others, and are called to be stewards of

our natural and school environment, gifted to us

through God's loving providence.

Achieve

We are a school that delivers contemporary
education that is engaging, challenging,
innovative and fosters a love of learning. Our
children develop holistically and achieve success
in a variety of ways which are celebrated and
recognised within our school community.

Qur school’s Mission and Vision is consistent with the Alice Springs (Mparmbwe)
Education Daclaration.

This booklet has been produced to agsisisettling your child irgp.P

We look forward to journeyogether.




Inf or mati on about vyour [ 0

The first day of school is one to celebrate! It is an important iméestsrad your child an
your familyListed below are some hints to help you and your chiRlegdjust to

1 There will be a mix of emotions on the first day-exetienoént, apprehension and 4 few
nerves. You will probably find that your child will be up nice and early and be ¢ress
uniform and raring to go! Please make sure that ymedmr tretiirst day, and that jour
child has had a good breakfast for the busy and exciting day ahead.

Try not to build up your <chil dos pe

donot . Tal k t writingbdketrthera kmonitttakes mee.d i ng fan

Once the classrooms are open, bring your child into the room and help them §ind a
Take this time to have a look around the room, and to introduce your child andflyour
teacher and the other parents.

When the bell has rung, give your child a kiss and a hygeasf#i¢iaeepromptipand
confidentlyThis will help with the separation prdéiogss: child is upsgease dmot
lingeoutside the room. It is best if you leave and allow the teachers to get the ¢ay u
without distractions.

Reassure your child that you wil/ bjje
be late picking your child up. A few minutes can seem like a long timefeurenr Jou &
five years old and all the other children have gone home.

It is important for a smooth afternoon trandei@se wait in the undercover sportsfcour
area after school, we will walk the children to you for ddilechalge adjusted a litt§f
in the first couple of weeks and staff will keep you informed chetipescted pr

As aparentthe first day of school can be an emotional experience for you too! Confratu
Be proud of the many achievements you have made as a parent in the lead up to thi§ day
find we are a nurturing commusitylaty MacKillop, so please have faith as we guide yqur ct
on the next stag&heir life journey.



What to expect in the first few weeks

Prep students meet their Yeduddy within the first few weeks of school.

Starting school is a very important tewerfochild and can be very emotional for many fi
parents)To ensure a smooth transition, school should be an environment in which
comfortable and supported.

Most children are very enthusiastic about starting school and most will continue
Howeversome children lose that enthusiasm quickly and parents of these childre
discouraged®| ease understand this may be pa
positive thoughasd use positive talk. Celebrate this step into Prep through positi
actions.

The first term is hot, humid and very busy. There is lots|leappegingw things, meetm
peopl e, and tryi Bxgeriegnce suggestsithaeitican beghelpiudiackina

your child into too many after school @uextidar activities inlhaginning as you capex
your child to be very tired after school. It will be important for you to be very underst
and listen to your child when he/she wants to talk.

Crying can be a very natural emotional reaction to the initial adjustment T@ahoahlibe
commonocecarnce during the first few weeks.
upsetting yolsupport your child with love and understanding.

Positive reinforcement, patience and time are the bgstogegsstthroughstransitiostage
Teachers are experienced in these situations, so please have faith in them, as the
chil dés best interest at heart.

Al dondét | i ke Domddl 'be mlurdgon Gtedwardt yd
of school. During timsejt is best to support your child by showing love and understangi

The Prep staff will spend the vast majority of time in the first few weeks building
relationshipgith your children and you. They will focus on the explicit teaching of routi
and expectations for behaviour. Germgradumalythey will work towards building a love of
in your child.




Teaching and learning in Prep

Using théustralian Curriculamd the Religious Education Curridefepplanning and
assessmeris based orthe achievement standards and expected |leatnomes at the
Foundation Year LeVéé begin by getting to know our learners so we can meetTheirenej:ds.

are eight Learning Areas in Prep:

Specialist Lessons

Prep students attend weekly lessons with Specialist Tralth@tsyisical Education, VisualfjArts
Musi@and Library Lessons

At St Mary MacKillop languages program begins in Year 4. Japanese is the subject frovi



How do we teach our studéehts

A quality early childhood program is delivered here &t6d&mékeencouragetoactivéy
learn, problem sqleffectively communicate, capai®eetsociaheedsChildrea longterm
succss in education and citizenship are developed and supported through these expfrien

Throughout the year studeilktgarticipate in a variety of learning expsuppoeety a
variety alifferent ways to lediimese include:

Discovery learning

Inquiry based learning

PlayHands oexperiences T+s a happy +alent
Reallife situations 1o khow how +o play.
Investigations EMERSON
Routines and transitions » e
Focused learning and teaching WL S

Explicitnstruction

)l
)l
)l
)l
)l
l
l
l

Students &Mary MacKill op a range e
intrinsic desire for leagni

The various styles of learning offered allows all students to engage in different ways fand «
different abilities.



How is théAustralia Curriculum delivered at St Mary MacKillop School?

The implementation of the Australian Curriculum begarhie 204ttalian Curriculum is

designetb teach students what it takes to be confident and creative individuals and bj:con
and informed citizefi$is curriculum emphasises the importance of knowledge, undergiand
skills of learning areas, general capabilities androcafsn priorities as the basis for a
curriculum designed to support 21st century leatmegrly years, priority is given to literfcy
and numeracy development as the foundations for further learning.

The Australian Curriculum describes a learning entitlement for each Australian studgt th:
foundation for successful, lifelong learning and participation in the Australianfj con
acknowledges that the needs and interests of stvdentamdlthat schools and teachers Will pl
from the curriculum in ways that respond to those needs and interests. The Austfilian
acknowledges the changing ways in which young people will learn and the challengeg that
to shapeneir learning in the future.

TheAustralian Curriculum sets out what all yolsnghmedg be taught througbhgbeification |pf
curriculum content and the learning expected at points in their schooling through thf§: spe
achievement standartissfralian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting AuthdPleasg))11)
visitACARAor further informattnout the concepts covered in each Learning Area

How is the Australian Curriculum organised?

There are three dimensions in the Australian Curriculurn:

learning areas
ganeral capabilities
cross-curmiculum prorities. N & Humanities

3 Learning & Social
1 Learning areas

Areas Sciences
The Australian Curriculum is organised inlo lsaming areas and subjects.
Some leaming areas bring a number of subjects togather: Humanities and
Social Sciences includes History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship, and
Economics and Businass, The Ars incudes Danca, Drama, Madia Arts, Music and Visual Arfts; Technologies
includes Design and Technalogies and Digital Technologies. There is also a chaica of 15 Languanes.

Learming areas contain content descriptions that detail knawledoe, undarstanding and skills 1o be taught sach
yaar of across a band of years. Thesa conlent descriptions are accompaniad by achiavemeant standards that
deseribe what students will knaw and will be able i do as a result of teaching and leaming in the classroarn.

2 General capabilities

Geaneral capabilities ars includsd in the content of the learming areas. These are the skills and abilities
intended to help prepars young Australians to learn, live and wark in the 215t century. The Australian
Curriculum has seven general capabilities:

[B] Lteracy q Criical and Creative Thinking
% MNumeracy Personal and Social Capability
H Information and Communication Ethical Understanding

Technology (ICT) Capability Intercultural Understanding

Pl
3 Cross-curriculum priorities Pf"?“ D
wits for

linsiney

In a similar way, there are three priorities critical 1o Australia®s futurs:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Histories and Culture
[M] Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability

They build across the curriculurm and allow students o connect the content of lsarming areas.


https://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/Information_for_parents_Foundation_year.pdf

How do we deliver this conteént

At St Mary MacKillop we aim to nurture students as active, capable and responsible fzarn
understand that each child has different interests, abilities and ways they learnliest. frher
providing students with a variety of learning experiences and teaching strategies we fim t
each individual child. Below is a breakdowme afhe different teaching methods we adojfjt anc
support within our Prep Program.

Teaching through PlayPlay is a term used widely in early chil
literature when discussing how effective curriculum for young
enactedPlay involvesoth cognitive daphysical activitylhrough pla JKWW

children bring thoughts into action and express ideas and realities

to external stimuli or internal motivation. For children, play can | FORM OF
of looking out at the world, testing understanding of adult role:  RESEARCH
theoles and predicting possibilities. o

Teachers support st acéneweaddng thd irdrimsicmeead fgr childfzn to
work through ideas and possibilities using materials and objects. Teachers recoggise |

studentgor they may come up with theiramtheyare given the timesourcesneans anyi
supporto uncover or discover the assekirtions

Teachers support students through this process by using open ended and guiding qufistiot
content that can enhance understandinfi i
their learning.

successful learning looks like.
The teachers role in Visible Learningltoc

met. Staffcheck children can answer these 5 key questions: What are you learningf Ho
going with that learning? How do you know? How can you improve? What do you flo w
stuck?

Teaching througkxplicit Instruction- Explicitinstructioms a wayto teachskillsand
conceptasingstructuredrdirectnstructiotitmakesessonsleabymodellingowtostart
andsucceednataskandit givesstudentampldimeto practice.

Theteacher'solein expliciinstructiois to breakearningntosmallepartswvhicHightenshe

‘cognitivead(howmuclbrainresourcestudentaeedo processnformation)hisisturn frees
upstudentsvorkingnemoryo assisthemnlearningewskills Oncestudentaresuccessfuvith
guidegracticeheteachemove®ntoindependeptacticéaskshataligrnwiththeskillthatwas
modelledCumulativeeviewsfnewlyearnedkillseviewoldandnewlyearnedkillsandhelp
studentgainandretairautomaticityithskillsorit to'stickinlongtermmemory.

-8-



Religious Education

At St Mary MacKillop, we value a school in which children are at peace and have a gnse
belonging to church, parish and the wider community.

TheReligin Curriculuns integrated through four
areas. These are:

- Sacred Texts

- Beliefs

- Christian Life

- Church

During the first year of school, the curriculum v
provide opportunities for your child to develop
understanding of the teachings of Jesus. Your
will be immersed in a culture that fosters Gosp
values and builds upon their own faith journey.

TheReligion curriculum focuses on developing
student 6s understanding of the Cathol §jc
importance of prayer.

During the school year, students will participate in and witness liturgies, class and wifiole ¢
masses, school sponsored weekend masses, feast day masses and prayer assemblfi=s. |
participating in the religious life of our school, studeexpem#iria@ng the presence of Jes§s,
which is the foundation of our faith.

Within the classrooms, students will participate in morning prayer each day. A specialjzlen
prayer is when it is shared with p&entstunities will be provided for parents to join thdir ch
for morning prayer.

Prep Students wil/ be i ntr oduekeep the charigmioe
St Mary MacKillop alive in our school. These values were important to St Mary MacKillop,
school 6s Patron Saint. Each year, thegjfsc

Humi l ityé. Unityeée.. Gratitufecé



The Prep Uniform

The Pep uniform consists of green sport shahieseitiool logmaroen shirt
with tartan collar aheleve cuff$ormal uniform shistack shodprefer joggers
withVelcry) whitecrew lengthocks and a green schooWwhath iswvailable in
twostylespucket haindbroad brim h&chool shoes will be worall itnes

during school hoursstfety reasons. School p@oyires dllren to wear their
hat at allimes when outsidgair must be neat and tidy antbaedd Small
earringsnay be waoyrsilver or gold in calatuds or sleepers oRlyrther
information about our uniform guidaimes found in our Uniform Policy.

How lunchimes work attSviary MadKillop

Healthy food is encouraged. A healthy snack of fruit or vegetables to have betweenfprea
i ncluded in a separat e cWerdl&thianehrand Caubandf | €
we will provide an esky container for your child to. pldee ¢hildren require lusoackand
munch & crunclhildren wileed a drink bottnamed lunch box that is easyat@age, andja
special smaller named container for munch and crunch.

We have an early lubodakat 10.3@mto avoid playtime in the harsh middaytssns the tifie
the children eat their sandwaitegoghurt or frisnack isur second break &edingatl.15p
Chocolates, lollies and chips are discouraged in keeping witly &aodhpalicyOrderin
tuckshop foré&pstudentsvill commence in week@is only available on MoMdaginesday ajid
Friday at first break (snack will still need to be provided).

It isbeneficial if you discuss with youeatlidlayvhat you have given them for lunch.
Make suggestions about what they could eat at each break (or even have food sepafated
two different containers).

Children with allergies
Wemayhave children in éep classes who have life threatening nut and egg allergigs, sc

products ameot allowedn Rep lunchboxes. More information will be made available aff the
schooif there are any other allergies that you need to be considerate of.

School arrival and departure times

It is extremely important that you have your child at schoolteaehaay&P5amstart (If

your child is at schatB15am it gives them time to see their friends, go to the toilet andfyet ¢
etc.) Please do not send your child to school too early in the bedonengshaslipervisio
onlybegins at 8.05amefore and After School Care is available on site vi&Chddkamgwhg
arrive afte8:25anwill be required to go to the efitbetheir paretatbe sigredin. Children
departing school for any reason during the day will be required to be signed out by a pjjrent
at the office.



